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Scutari had permitted to perform the ceremony.
Three years later he showed his respect for the Czar
by journeying to St. Petersburg, where his consecra-
tion was confirmed and the dignity of a bishop,
under the name of Peter IL, was bestowed upon
him.

The Turks had ceased to trouble Montenegro since
their great defeat in 1820, but the Pasha of Scutari,
mindful of the fate which had befallen his father,
Kara Mahmoud, earlier in the late reign, had con-
tented himself with the independent position which
he enjoyed without encroaching upon the liberties of
of his neighbours. But in 1832 Albania was again
reduced to subjection by the Sultan, and the old
relations between the Turkish governors and the free
mountaineers were resumed. But the Turks had not
forgotten the bravery of the Montenegrin warriors-
They resolved, before attempting to subdue the
Black Mountain by force, to try the effect of diplo-
matic overtures. Following the same policy .which
had been found successful in Servia, they offered to
recognise the hereditary right of the Petrovic family
to rule over Montenegro, which should receive an
accession of territory, provided that Peter II. acknow-
ledged the suzerainty of the Sultan. The offer,
repeated in 1856, was indignantly refused. Peter
reminded the Sultan that Montenegro had never
owned allegiance to his predecessors, while Servia
had been for centuries a Turkish province. " As
long as my subjects defend me," he said, " I need no
Turkish title to my throne ; if they desert me, such a
title would avail me nothing. His people felt that this